Right Hon. Lord Darling
Friday afternoon counsel for the defendants applied -, for three months5 adjournment, on the ground that the documents in the case were extremely bulky, were all in highly technical German, and required a very expert translator.
The Judge asked my view. I curtly objected, pointing out that all parties concerned had had warning for six weeks that the case would be reached about the date proposed; and that the law officers had reserved the week for the hearing.
Darling J. turned to counsel making the application, and said :
" I can understand that you should apply for some delay; but why three months ? "
To which counsel: " Because, my lord, the documents which require translation are so technical."
Darling J. : " Rather a good idea has occurred to me. Why not go to someone who knows German already ?"
I have already called attention to the fact that the learned Judge possesses great literary gifts. He has written many charming verses. His volume, " On the Oxford Circuit,55 was published many years ago ; and has recently been republished with some delightful additions. I have here little space for quotation. But when I recall that day on which the Judge left for the last time the Law Courts, in which he had sat, a conspicuous and unconventional figure, for twenty-seven years ; where he had witnessed so many dramas ; where he had contributed (as a judge must) to so many tragedies ; I recall, and conclude this article, by his lines recently published §nd entitled :—
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